
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

The season of Advent starts on Sunday, November 27.  Once 

again we begin to make preparations for the arrival of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  We prepare for his birth, coming to this 

world as a baby, destined to save us from our sins. Even more so 

we prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming, when we will take our 

place with all of the faithful in eternal rest.   

 

Part of that preparation includes hosting our annual 

Smorgasbord dinner on Thursday, December 1.  The dinner 

gives us an opportunity to work alongside one another, to serve 

those who come to eat, and to use the proceeds to give to 

missions both local and around the world.   

 

Sunday, December 4 will be a big day for us here at 

Swedesburg.  The Luther League will serve a Chili and Grilled 

Cheese lunch following worship that day.  The proceeds will be 

used for a possible mission trip with other youth from the 

Southeastern Iowa Synod and the Grand Canyon Synod.  There 

will also be a bake sale that day, with the money raised to 

purchase Christmas presents for local families. Both of these are 

Thrivent sponsored events. Thanks in advance for your 

generosity!   

 

After the lunch on December 4, all of you are invited to go 

caroling around the Swedesburg community.  I can’t think of a 

better way to get into the Christmas spirit, and to spread that 

spirit, than by singing Christmas carols together.  I have been 

blessed in other places that I have served with an annual 

intergenerational caroling event.  I hope that you would give up 

a bit of your time to serve God in this fun way.   
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After the caroling, the Luther League will head into Mt. Pleasant 

to shop for the Christmas presents.  

 

The Sunday School Christmas program will be another way for 

us to prepare for Jesus’ coming.  Please support our children and 

youth with your presence on Sunday, December 18, at the 10:00 

a.m. worship service.   

 

The Worship and Music Committee has purchased an Advent 

devotion included in this mailing.  We hope that it, too, will help 

prepare you in this season of Advent.  Please take the time each 

day to read the devotion, and use the words to move you to 

reach out to those around you.  

 

Love in Christ, 

 
Pastor Mark  

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
Sundays in December 

  8:00 a.m. Julotta - Choir sings in church (Dec 25) 

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage (Dec. 4. 11 & 18) 

  9:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall  

  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School in the church lower level  

    (Dec. 4, 11 & 18)  

  9:15 a.m.  Choir rehearsal and sing in church (Dec. 11) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship (Dec. 4, 11, & 18) 

11:15 a.m.  Luther League (December 4) 
 

December 11  Now the Feast and Celebration 

December 24  Christmas Eve Worship at 5 p.m. 

December 25  Julotta 8 a.m. 



Congregation Council and  

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 15, 2016. 

The Council meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the 

church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in the 

church office.  

 
Financial Report as of November 14, 2016: 

Giving      $180,337.80 

Expenses          $170,745.22 

Mission Support         $12,892.71 

Net Loss            ($3,300.13) 

 

Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated. 

 

If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, please 

direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  

 

Smorgasbord 

The Swedish expression “va så god” is used when offering something 

to eat. The Swedish Smörgåsbord menu of Swedesburg, Iowa politely 

translates as “Please honor us by accepting what we have to offer”, 

more simply translated as “Come to the Table”. Plans are once again 

under way for this long standing tradition of “Smörgåsbord”. The 

“Working Group” has agreed to serve again this year, and volunteer 

help is needed once again for the event’s success.  

 

Swedesburg's long standing tradition of “Smörgåsbord” will be on 

Thursday, December 1, 2016. Seating times are for 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 

7 p.m. Ticket prices are $17.00 each. Advance tickets are 

preferred. If you purchase tickets at the door, we will not have the 

ability to make change. You may call Ruth Meth at 319-254-2129 or 

319-937-5481; Louise Unkrich, Vicky Bergstrom for tickets or you 

may contact the church office for additional information at 254-2216. 

The church office will not have the ability to make change. 

tel:%28319-254-2129
tel:319-937-5481


Please use the sign-up sheets in the narthex for volunteers to prepare 

and serve for this year’s smorgasbord. Many hands lighten any 

workload, and knowing how many makes it even easier. Please let us 

know if you are willing to help even if you have already made a 

verbal commitment, your name on a list is reassuring! 

 

And as usual we will need items for the Bit O Sweden booth. All help 

is appreciated no matter how brief or long it may be. The first 

Thursday in December is early this year and falls on the 1
st
. 

 

Social Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee is encouraging through December the 

support of “Domestic Violence Intervention Program (DVIP)”. 

Domestic Violence Intervention Program provides support and 

resources to individuals battered by their intimate partner in Southeast 

Iowa. All services are free and confidential.  

 

To donate please note in the memo of your check “Domestic Violence 

Intervention Program (DVIP).” We will also be collecting the 

following items for DVIP from October 16 - December 31: laundry 

soap, dish soap, sponges, all-purpose cleaner, diapers, baby wipes, 

household items, gift cards, body soap, shampoo, and conditioner. 

There is a box for these items in the narthex (entryway).Thank you for 

your support of this worthwhile mission! 

 

Caroling 
The past few years the Luther League and Confirmation students have 

shared the joy of Jesus' approaching birth by caroling in the 

Swedesburg community. This year the whole congregation is invited 

to experience that joy as everyone is invited to join the youth for 

caroling on Sunday, December 4. There will be a meal after church 

that day, followed by this great intergenerational event. Hope you will 

join us!  

 

Poinsettias 
Those wishing to order a poinsettia to help decorate the church 

sanctuary during Advent and Christmas should contact Lynn Graf, or 

Mary McLerran in the church office at 319-254-2216. Each poinsettia 

costs $12.00 each. Checks should be made out to “Lori's Loft” and 

either be given to Lynn Graf or left at the church office. The deadline 



for poinsettia orders will be Sunday, December 4. Thank you to all 

who help by providing flowers for our church.  

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. 

 

Sunday School 
Just a reminder that there will not be Sunday School on December 25 

or January 1. 

 

The Sunday School children are busy preparing our Christmas 

program, “Manger Tales” that will take place Sunday, December 

18th during worship. It’s a fun and energetic retelling of the events 

surrounding Jesus’ birth. Be sure to mark your calendars to join us for 

worship that day! Moms and Dads: Practices are every Sunday at 9 

a.m. including the day of the performance. We’ll have our dress 

rehearsal with a pizza party Saturday, December 17th from 9 a.m. - 

noon. Any questions? Call Becky Rauenbuehler at 319-931-1527. 

 



Cemetery Committee 

The Cemetery Committee met on Tuesday, November 8
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the church lower level. 

 

The cemetery policies and map are now on the church website, under 

‘ministries’.  

 

Stewardship 
Each person of confirmation age and older should have completed 

their own time and talent form and submitted them on Commitment 

Sunday, November 20th. If you have not completed these forms, they 

are needed immediately. Later submissions may not have time to be 

included in the yearbook for time and talents. 

 

Worship and Music Committee 
The Worship and Music Committee met on November 9

th
. Past 

worship services were discussed along with upcoming worship 

services and the Pastor reported. Choir dates have been set as follows: 

December 11
th

 and December 25th at 8 a.m. service. Rehearsals day 

of on each respective Sunday. The old hymn books have been 

recycled. The Committee's next meeting is January 11, 2017 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Worship Services Available 
This month’s weekly radio sponsors are:  

 December 4 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

 December 11 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

 December 18 Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

 December 25 Alex, Nick and Hallie Sandeen 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the broadcast. Opportunities remain to 

sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. A whole week 

may be sponsored at $50 or a partial sponsorship costs $25. Please 

sign up on the sheet in the narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 



Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. 

 

Each prior month’s newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are made to 

it as they occur. Check out our website! 
 

 
Merry Christmas from LSI 

 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” – John 1:5 

 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks for you! Every day, as a 

ministry partner of LSI, you help bring the light of Christ to others. 

 

At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know 

adults with disabilities who have no caring family presence in their 

lives. We know families in Des Moines who spent 20 years living in 

refugee camps and are finally regaining some hope for the future. We 

know teens who are aging out of the foster care system and fear they 

will never belong to anyone or have a family to love them. LSI’s 

work is Christmas work, shining love, compassion and light in places 

of darkness, despair, abuse, neglect, addiction and crisis. We could 

not do this important work without you, and we are so grateful. 

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI! 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

A New Kind of Family 
For Kristie, respite caregiving through LSI’s Services for People with 

Disabilities is more than just a job. It’s a time for her to be with 

family.  

 

Kristie has helped to take care of Trevor since she began working 

with LSI. Trevor stays one night with her family most weekends and 

during many weeknights; he spends time and eats dinner with 

Kristie’s family. “He gets to come over and go to sporting events, or 

go camping, or go to family functions with us,” Kristie says. “He likes 

to interact with my own children, who are about the same age.” The 

whole family has developed a relationship with Trevor, and even 

extended family members consider him as “one of the kids.”  

 

“Respite care has been a great outlet for me and my kids, and it’s a 

growing opportunity for all of us. I’ve developed a relationship with 

Trevor’s family. It gives them a break, and my kids can learn and 

grow,” Kristie says. “This gives me an opportunity to work with kids 

and still be able to do things with my own family. It doesn’t interfere 

with my life. It adds to it.”  

 

 

WACO C.R.O.P. Drive Results 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the WACO CROP Drive, the 

total amount donated from Swedesburg was $1,010.  

 

 

Thank you’s 
A big Thank you to all who sent cards and tributes to the Tolander 

and Unkrich families at the death of our sister Donna Rae Zuk. 

 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Members of the congregation: Thank you for your support as I 

continue my education at Iowa State University. I am in my 

sophomore year and majoring in Genetics in the college of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences. With my degree, I hope to pursue a 

career in genetic counseling. Swedesburg was a wonderful 

community to grow up in, and I greatly appreciate your 

thoughtfulness.  

Sincerely, Hannah Wickham 

 

Dear SELC: Words cannot describe my gratitude and appreciation 

for your donations toward my college fund. This is a huge help with 

the endless expenses of college and I admire all of your generosity. 

God has truly blessed me with your support and I cannot thank you 

enough. Hope all is well, Laura Hult. 

 

Dear Fellow Members of Swedesburg Church: Thank you so much 

for the money! It means a lot to me that my church family is 

supporting me so much as I start a new journey. I promise not to let 

you down. 

Thanks so Much, Ben Rauenbuehler 

 

I would like to thank the church for their donation. This will 

definitely help with my book costs next semester. I'm having a great 

time at Iowa State studying Environmental Science and can't wait to 

continue my college career there. Thank you again for the gift. 

Sincerely, Sterling Wickham 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Congregation: Thank you for all of your 

continued support through my college career. The monetary gift 

provided will help with the cost of my books and class materials for 

the next semester immensely. Iowa State has been a lot of fun and I 

am enjoying my chosen study of Technical Communication. 

Thank You, Blake Wickham 

 

Thank you for the check to be used towards my college expenses. It 

will be put towards the purchase of textbooks for next semester. 

Aaron Kempf 

 

 

 



Dear Social Ministry Committee: Thank you so much for your 

thoughtfulness and generosity to our five Kindergarten students. What 

a wonderful gift! 

Samantha Johnson, Lincoln Elementary School 

 

Dear Pastor Youngquist and Members of Swedesburg Lutheran 

Church: Thank you for contributing to FORWARD TOGETHER: 

The Campaign for the Southeastern Iowa Synod. We are grateful 

for your support. It serves as an important reminder that the people of 

the Southeastern Iowa Synod are responding in ways that make it 

clear that we are “in this together.”  

 

Your generosity expands the reach of our efforts to teach, to feed the 

hungry, and to share that we know Jesus Christ is hope for the whole 

world. Your gift is an indication that the ministries of local 

congregations reflect a much broader mission that we hold in 

common and carry as partners. 

 

Our hope is that through this campaign, more and more people will 

get caught up in the vision of the whole church working together in 

new ways for the sake of the world. 

 

Thank you again for your financial gift and for all you do in the name 

of Jesus. 

Sincerely, Tim Krumm, Campaign Chair 

Rev. Michael L. Burk, Bishop 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: Thank you so much for the gift 

that you sent me. It will be very helpful with the many expenses of 

college. Also, thank you so much for all the kindness and love you 

showed my family and I. We think of you all often and wish you only 

the best. Your church is truly a model for loving all and doing what 

you can to help God’s creatures grow. Thanks! 

Blessings, Beth Wells 

 

My dear SELC family: Thank you so much for your cards, gifts, and 

words of kindness shared with me in October during Pastor 

Appreciation Month! I am grateful for the monetary gift from the 

congregation. I do feel appreciated and blessed working with you as 

we plant, nurture, and grow in Christ.  

Pastor Mark  



Annual Meeting Notice 
The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church will meet for our 

annual meeting on January 29, 2017. Please remember that 

Confirmed members need to commune and have a contribution on 

record by the end of 2016 in order to vote at this meeting. Make 

certain you sign the friendship pads in your row.  
 

Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA), if you or a member of 

your family are hospitalized and would like the Pastor to visit, please 

contact the church office at (319) 254-2216, or Pastor Mark at (319) 

631-8564. 
 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg WELCA will begin their sewing at the Parish Hall in 

January. Everyone is invited to join in. They will begin on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2016 at 9 a.m. 

 

150
th

 Anniversary Steering Committee 

A DVD of the 150
th

 Anniversary celebration on June 18-19, 2016 is 

available for purchase. These are available for $5 with a Swedesburg 

anniversary calendar included for free. The DVDs are available in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you would like a DVD mailed to you, please mail your payment 

along with $3 for postage. You may mail your $8 check to 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church, PO Box 88, Swedesburg, 

IA  52652. Please let us know if you wish to have a free calendar with 

the DVD. 

 



Luther League Halloween Party Fun 

 
 

 

 

Lifetouch will be here to take updated pictures for a new photo 

directory on March 16, 17, and 18, 2017. Save the date! More 

information will follow in the January newsletter.  



We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in December for: 

 

December 4 

Dave & Janice Towne 

Kay Trager 

Brendan & Brandelle Unkrich, Bennett, Clarabelle 

Louise Unkrich 

Stanley & Valerie Unkrich 

Tyson Unkrich 

Mary Lee Van Egdon 

John & Jennifer Wagner, Zoe and Rory 
 

December 11 

Patty Waterhouse 

Susanne Waterhouse 

Trent Waterhouse 

Travis Waterhouse 

Mike & Karen Wells, Emily & Elizabeth 

Reed Wenstrand 

Tom & Karen Wenstrand 

Betty Jo (BJ) Wetherell 
 

December 18 

Matthew Wettach 

Steven & Mary Wettach 

Julia Whitaker, JonViev and TaVence 

John & Jane Wickham 

Steven & Shelly Wickham, Blake, Hannah & Sterling 

Kory & Megan Winsor 
 

December 25 

Brandon Woline 

Richard Woline 

Ryan & Christina Woline, Paige 

Wayne & Leah Woline 

Mark Youngquist & Connie Spitzack, Nathanael and Lydia 

Jeff & Deidre Zihlman, Hannah 

Keith & Lana Zihlman 

Paul & Darci Zoss  

 



December Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their special 

day: 
 

  2 Joan Anderson 

     Dan Thurman 

  3 Katarina Niemann 

  4  Chad Daniel 

  5  Melissa Merrifield 

 Aryanna Molina 

 Caden Mullin 

  8  John Daniel 

    Cheryl Orr 

  9  Carl Alvine 

10  Kari Brownholland 

11  Joseph Taylor 

12 Vincent LaBarbera 

13  Kris Emerson 

      Duston Ridinger 

14  Carson Graf  

 Michelle Hultquist 

 Betty Jo Wetherell (BJ) 

15  Dalton Provino 

 Ana Thomas 

 

17  Marilyn Boal 

 Kyle Burnham 

18 Annika Kerr 

 Tony Renken 

19 Olivia Anson 

20  Betty Molander 

22 Dawn McClure 

23  Brandon Woline 

24  Dwight Hultquist 

 Michael LaBarbera 

25  Margaret Molander 

26 Eva Thomas 

27 Lincoln Naber 

28  Anna Beckman 

      Adam Bodenham 

     Doug Deardorff 

30 Aaron Lindeen 

31 Ruth Thomas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

10  Mike and Jackie Brawner 

14 Dan and Cathy Thurman 

16 Jerry and Norma Lindeen 

18  Stan and Valerie Unkrich 

18  Tom and Janet Erickson 

20  Rod and Taryn Ryan 

27  Arvid and Joan Anderson 

29  Craig and Peggy Grothe 

29  Steve and Mary Wettach 

30 Jim and Shirley Krabill 

30  Dennis and Susan Hult 
 

 

 

 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 

BIRTH: 
 Congratulations to Jason and Heather Graf on the birth of their 

daughter Aubrey Marilyn on October 19. She was welcomed home 

by her parents and her big brother Carson. Grandparents are 

Glenn and Lynn Graf.  

 

PRAY FOR: 
 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 

 to Allison Peterson for discussing the needs of the Domestic 

Violence Intervention Program (DVIP) during worship on 

Sunday, October 9. 

 

 Gary and Sally Anderson for all the years of locking and 

unlocking the doors to the church for worship services. 

 

 the volunteers that assisted in making Ostkaka for the 

Smorgasbord. 

 

 

The church wireless password: The church wireless password  is: 

nrde4mxn.  



- 
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